ment of peptic ulcer. For instance, hmmatology is hardly mentioned, a fault which should be rectified in the next edition, and although excellent accounts are given of the thyroid and adrenal glands, the pituitary is shamefully neglected.
A book like this has to be didactic, and one is prepared to accept the impression that the cause of postgastrectomy iron deficiency anemia is known, and the author's preference for lente insulins. Unless the paragraph on the complications of gastric ulcer is read carefully the impression gained might be that ulcers on the lesser curve are rarely malignant, which I am sure the author did not intend.
A very good feature which could be adopted more frequently is the conclusion of each chapter with references, some of which are classical accounts.
This book will be a useful addition to postgraduate medical libraries.
J S MALPAS

Mlearementand Precision in Surgery edited by Sir Hedley Atkins KBE DM MCh pp x +248 illustrated 50s
Oxford & Edinburgh: Blackwell Scientific 1969 Seventeen specialists well known for their experience in the use of objective and instrumental methods for refining diagnosis and controlling treatment have contributed monographs to make up this small but well-proportioned book. The title arises from a symposium held at the Royal College of Surgeons late in 1967. Additional contributors have widened the scope. The book covers physiological measuring techniques and the interpretation of results. There are disputations on controlled clinical trials, taxonomy, discriminant analysis and the ethics of investigations. Readers are logically reminded that it may be unethical not to conduct a well-planned investigation.
Those who qualified, before these methods became common in teaching hospitals will find the acceptability of the methods and the simplicity of the descriptions a pleasant surprise, and a welcome addition to refresher courses. Frontline students will find the book an important introduction to the clinical techniques they help supervise.
Key words in relation to cardiovascular, carotid, and general surgery are: apparatus, methods, planning, ethics, metabolic sequele, renal failure, an.sthetic control, computers, isotopes, neutrons, blood flow, oxygenation, acidosis, thermography, ultrasonics. The chapters are not long but have a fair number of references. Specialists should not look for comprehensive treatment of their measurement specialty here; they might regret finding their own fads replaced by others. Every chapter could become a book. The editor is rather to be commended for producing a sound introduction to a wide subject. It will hasten progress in medicine and surgery. This book focuses attention on attempts now being made to diagnose disease before symptoms are recognized and when preventive measures seem warranted. Such an approach raises questions of philosophy and ethics and, of course, of economics, which are all considered. One of the main diffculties in starting a comprehensive survey for the early detection of any disease, such as diabetes, myocardial ischemia and cervical cancer, is the inevitable increase in work imposed on the medical services of the region, although the long-term dividend may be a reduced incidence of overt disease. In the case of carcinoma of the cervix this interval is probably ten to fifteen years. When a disease is rare or facilities for its treatment inadequate, it may be unjustifiable to start any campaign of early detection. Thus cost-effectiveness is an aspect of importance to any organization controlling support for potentially valuable types of survey, such as for early diabetes. In this context important results are cited from the Bedford survey showing that when borderline diabetics were treated with tolbutamide rather than with placebo a 30% reduction was noted in the incidence of 'arterial events' over the following five years.
The book is divided into sixteen chapters by authors from various countries. Some have contributed detailed accounts of technique and others of results, in contrast to the tediously wordy chapter on the methods of evaluating the quality of medical care. The original editor was the late Dr Clive Sharp, Medical Officer of Health for Bedford, and the value of this book to general practitioners and all those interested in community medicine is an appropriate tribute to his enthusiasm and vision.
JOHN M STOWERS
